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If you're wondering why you 
should buy this new edition of 
Wordsmith:  A Guide to Paragraphs 
and Short Essays, Fifth Edition, 
here are six good reasons!

1. Build Confidence and Creativity with Informal 

Writing Assignments. Each of the writing modes 

chapters (Chapters 7, 8, and 9) contains new impromptu 

writing assignments called Small Scrawls. Designed to 

be completed in one sitting, Small Scrawls will help you 

become quicker and more fluid in your writing.

2. Recognize Formal and Informal Situations and 

Write Appropriately for Both. When you speak, you 

naturally shift between formal and informal language, 

depending on the situation. Chapter 25, Word Choice, 

has been updated to help you fine tune that skill and to 

recognize categories of word choice that are generally 

not appropriate for college writing, such as slang, text-

speak, and more.

3. Write Persuasively. Arguing effectively and writing per-

suasively are essential skills not only for college writing 

but also for the writing you will do in your career and 

throughout your life. This edition of Wordsmith includes 

an updated section on argument in Chapter 9, Examining 

Logical Connections.

4. Explore New Topics in Two New Readings. The 

readings section has been updated with two new essays 

on hot topics in today's culture.

5. Enjoy Reading Your Textbook. A conversational tone 

and real-world examples make reading and completing 

your assignments less tedious. Concise instruction tells 

you what you need to know in a straightforward man-

ner, making it easier for you to absorb even the most 

challenging lessons. New exercises, visuals, and chapter 

openers throughout the text bring the material to life 

and add humor to the text.

6. Master Chapter Content with Chapter Goals and 

Integrated MyWritingLab Prompts. Each chapter in 

Wordsmith now opens with a chapter goal and ties in 

to the most powerful online writing tool on the planet, 

Pearson's MyWritingLab (www.mywritinglab.com). Now 

you can truly grasp chapter content and test your under-

standing of that content with MyWritingLab in a more 

meaningful way.

Why Do You Need This New Edition?
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Preface

Thank you for choosing Wordsmith: A Guide to Paragraphs and Short Essays as 
your textbook. Whether you are teaching from this text or learning from it, 

it is my hope that you will enjoy its simplicity. Writing itself is a remarkably 
complex process that incorporates the personality and experience of each writer 
and each reader. It also requires adherence to agreed-upon rules of grammar, 
punctuation, and form. Therefore, I have tried to make this book simple in its 
structure, straightforward in its language and presentation, and easy to use for 
both instructors and students.

Updates to the Fifth Edition
Several changes have been made in the fifth edition of Wordsmith: A Guide to 
Paragraphs and Short Essays:

Each chapter is now preceded by new learning goals to help students and 
instructors alike see what the chapter is intended to accomplish before 
they begin work in it.
In response to requests for more informal writing assignments, each of 
the writing modes chapters (Chapters 7, 8, and 9) now contains several 
impromptu writing assignments called Small Scrawls. These assignments, 
intended to be completed in one sitting, inspire students’ confidence and 
creativity as well as help them become quicker and more fluid in their 
writing.
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xvi Preface

The section on argument in Chapter 9, Examining Logical Connections, 
has been strengthened with new coverage of ethos, pathos, and logos and 
identifying flawed arguments.
Because so many instructors and students find MyWritingLab to be an 
invaluable supplement, MyWritingLab prompts have been added through-
out the text to help instructors and students easily access additional course 
materials.
Chapter 25, Word Choice, has been updated with a new section on eliminat-
ing the more informal constructions spawned by texting and the Internet.
The Readings section has been updated with two new essays. Catherine 
Rampell’s ”A Generation of Slackers? Not So Much” explores the genera-
tion gap and contributions of the millennial generation now coming of 
age. Ann Bancroft’s ” How’s the Day Treating You? Your Teller Wants to 
Know” looks at the issue of forced courtesy in our culture.
An annotated instructor’s edition is available with answers for most exer-
cises in the text.
There is little throughout the fifth edition that has not been re-examined 
and revised. For example, the coverage of APA style has been updated to 
meet the 2009 guidelines, new content on keeping thesis points parallel has 
been included in Chapter 3, and many new images and exercises have been 
added throughout the text.

Features of Wordsmith: A Guide 
to Paragraphs and Short Essays

The three-part layout allows the freedom to mix and match the writing 
chapters, grammar chapters, and readings.
A structured yet flexible approach to writing encourages clarity and 
creativity.
A direct, conversational, student-friendly approach is used throughout.
Lighthearted chapter openings promote a positive and playful approach to 
learning.

Part 1 Composition
Part 1, “Composition,” takes the paragraph as its primary focus but provides 
an extensive chapter (Chapter 10) on the five-paragraph essay and a chapter 
(Chapter 11) on the summary report. The book begins with an overview of the 
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Preface xvii

writing process (Chapter 1), followed by a chapter on prewriting (Chapter 2). 
Planning and drafting, the next two steps in the writing process, are discussed 
in Chapters 3, 4, and 5. Chapter 6 deals with revising and proofreading.

Chapters 7, 8, and 9 present methods of development. I have sacrificed some 
flexibility by grouping the methods, so let me explain why. The first reason is 
philosophical. I believe it is more realistic to group the modes since they are 
seldom used in isolation in “real-world” writing. Modes with a similar purpose 
are grouped together, and the optional “Mixed Methods” assignments at the 
end of the chapter show how the modes can be used together in a single piece 
of writing. The second reason for grouping modes is more practical. I have 
found that, no matter how hard I try, it is not possible to cover nine rhetorical 
modes in one term. Grouping them allows me to assign a chapter containing 
three modes and then deal with only one or two in depth. If all three rhetorical 
modes chapters are assigned, students are exposed to all nine modes even if 
they practice only a few.

Part 2 Grammar
Part 2, “Grammar,” can be used in a variety of ways: with direct in-class instruc-
tion, in a lab setting, as a supplement, or for independent study. Part 2 also 
works well for instructors who want to address more difficult grammar topics in 
class while assigning easier material or review material for independent study.

In the grammar chapters, explanations are clear, and each topic is taken 
one skill at a time, with numerous practice exercises for each skill. At the end 
of each chapter are review exercises in increasing order of difficulty, ending 
with a paragraph-length editing exercise.

Part 3 Readings
Part 3, “Readings,” offers essays written by professional writers. In any craft, 
the works of accomplished artisans can inspire the apprentice. These essays 
model writing at its best: entertaining, challenging, and thought provoking. 
Each reading is followed by a comprehension exercise that includes questions 
about content, questions about the writer’s techniques, and related topics for 
discussion and writing. Diversity in authorship, subject matter, and rhetorical 
method is emphasized.

Instructor Resources
Annotated Instructor’s Edition. The AIE is a replica of the student text that 
includes the answers to the exercises. ISBN: 0-205-24437-8.
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xviii Preface

Instructor’s Resource Manual. The Instructor’s Resource Manual contains 
additional sample syllabi, a student answer key, and two chapter tests for 
each of the 29 chapters in the text. For each chapter, there is one short answer 
and one multiple-choice test for instructors to choose from. There is also a 
grammar pre-test and post-test. Additional chapter-specific assignments and 
teaching tips provided by Pamela Arlov are included as well. The Instructors 
Resource Manual is available for download at Pearson’s Instructor Resource 
Center, which can be accessed by going to www.pearsonhighered.com. ISBN: 
0-205-23556-5.

PowerPoint Presentation. A presentation for each chapter, which is struc-
tured around the chapter learning goals, can be downloaded at Pearson’s 
Instructor Resource Center. You can use these presentations as is or edit them 
to suit your lecturing style.

Student Resources
MyWritingLab: Where Better Practice Makes Better Writers
www.mywritinglab.com

How do you improve your writing skills? MyWritingLab is an online learn-
ing system that provides better writing practice through diagnostic assessment 
and progressive exercises. With this better practice model, students develop 
the skills needed to become better writers.

Diagnostic Testing: MyWritingLab’s diagnostic test comprehensively as-
sesses student skills in grammar. Students are given an individualized 
learning path based on the diagnostic’s results, identifying the modules in 
areas where they most need help.
Progressive Learning: The heart of MyWritingLab is the progressive learn-
ing that takes place as students review media and complete the various 
exercises within each topic. Students move from literal comprehension, 
to critical understanding, to the ability to demonstrate a skill in their own 
writing. This progression of critical thinking, not available in any other 
online resource, enables students to truly master the skills and concepts 
they need to become successful writers.

Online Gradebook: All student work in MyWritingLab is captured in the 
Online Gradebook. Students can monitor their own progress through 
reports detailing scores on all of the exercises in the course. It also shows 
which topics students have mastered. Instructors have detailed reports, 
such as class summaries, that track the progress of their entire class and 
show individual student detail, as well as topical views and alerts.
EText: The Wordsmith etext is accessed through MyWritingLab. Students 
now have the etext at their fingertips while completing the various exercises 
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and activities within MyWritingLab. Students can highlight important 
material in the etext, tab areas they want to refer to again, and add notes to 
any section for reflection and/or further study throughout the semester.

MyWritingLab access codes can be packaged with the text. To order, 
please use ISBN: 0-205-87998-5.

For a complete list of additional supplements to package with the 
text, including dictionaries, a thesaurus, a grammar or editing work-
book, and readers, contact your Pearson sales representative, or visit us at 
www.pearsonhighered.com.
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